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1 1935-1945

T ey Bl arsaifadd Firnpe from September 12239 10 May 1845 hed its
irrumesfiabe grighes In The loreign polsy puesusd By Hitler's Mazl rédgine.
e, the expamsionist aims of Germany fanm ane of the continusus
g Binking T gra of 10 von Hismasek, Wihaim |1 and the Third Reich
of Aol Fillgr, Those themes wees carsfully sxpitess dunng the 19608 s0d
19705 Loy e (Gesmsan Distarians Felz Haaher and Ermmanuel Gefas,

In 1871 e Chanceller of Prugsa, Offs von Bamarsk, rernoved the lasr
obstacle to lhe Gemdm umbcolion by defeating France In the
Franso-Pruzalan was, From 1850 Emperee Willicim 1] ned Lo gan b ‘plece
in the sun' for Geemany through an ambitious pofioy of calonial 2cquisiton
in Africs and the South Pacific. Exparsionism was also evident in the
growing influgncs of the Pan-German maovement that desired the poitcal
=nd gecgrerhice! unity of Germens in & grastsr Garmany 1 was intendsa
thet N Garmany would Sominate EUroee Dy IS 5020, 0SCODMC CAPRyY
A midiary powsar,

I3ring Waeld War I, sxpanaiarsst plang eould be found in the aims of the
Caaman Hian Commmant whdeh have been well-gdncumented by Ristongne
amany hem Pad Kannedy, Sfter the war territanial [osses imposed by the
Treaty of Versailias brought widespread demands for B revision of ine
Teaby, and renswsd cels for the restoration of Geeman pows: o the
perice] mcat political parves adopted the mevisionias” program, condemnad
by Hitisr as traiterous, Ones in powern, Hitlsr intended mot anly 1o overws
i Treaty, but alan 10 expand &t the expense of neighbouring countries. =
recEsanry this policy wanld be achisved by fance.

At first gance, tha forsign policy goals pursusd by Chancelior Gustss
Etresampnn before 1220 aopeer ramarkably simipr 1o thoge of Adalf Hies
reammament, regaining tha Bhinglamd, mstoring the castern hualicrs 20
formicg @ polibcal urion with Austrin, Tho diffgrunce Belsoen (B tes
leaders was Ul Hitler pursued hese gools mdeg naRigssly dagd lrom o

pasition of greabur steemgth,

Wilh e coming ot war, 108 sesn al 1hs inltial Gannan vigtonss was tnay
astouncling. Yt the advantage gainsd by Hitler =nd hiz generals ass
squandensd during the Ruasien campaign. Ferhaps mone then any otter
single factor, it was the refussl of Hitler to sccept tactical withdiawsls in e
facs of Sovist counter-attacks that lost Germany s eafer advaniage. L==
13 hiz Gersrplz, the attock on Russia may well ove succooded




I Dictatorship in Germany and Italy

Tealy {nder Mussoding — Supmifienree of Dicnitordiips

Wiy is Micetorship? — Caevenany Lnder [litkr

What is dictatorship?

|Mictatorship is a [orm of goverament in which one
person or 1 small group has abswlute power aver the
state. Lictators usually resort tn farce or frand to gain
political power, which they maintain through
intinmication, terror and the withdrawal of basic civil
rights, IRcinlons may also use propagandu in vrder Wy
maintain the support of the masses. Mazi Germany
wnder Adolf Hitler wis one esample ol 4 modern
totalitarman dictatorship.

Important  clements  associated  with  Fascist

dicratorship inglude:

m  the assedation ol the stale with a single party

m rthe associaton of the purly with itz clasizmaric
[eader

m the we of an oflivial idevlogy 10 justify and
maintain the rémme

B the use of terror and propagends e educe
[ i FI e

g the use of modern scicnce and rechnology 1o
contral the economy and individuad behavidur.

Germany under Hitler

Adalf 1hitler (1889 1945) stoud agpinat Hindenbury
i the presidential election of 1952 and achieved 36.8
per cenl ol the vates on the seeand hallot, Despite the
decline in Maa Party’s share of the voles in November
1933, Hitler inststed that the Clangellorship was the
only pasition he would accept, and this culy by legal
arnd comstiturional means, rather than theough 2
revolition. In Januzry 1933 he fimally acloeved what
b huaed been wailing for when Hindenburg invited b
o he the German Chancellor,

{Ince in power, 1litler st aibouwt esmablishing an
shaohste dictatorship, Yoo he wis also o sheeswd palinician,
aware of the weaknesses ol his vwen poditinn; he under-
seoend more quickly than anyomne else hot 2 sitlation
cnuld be umed 1o his own advantage, Within weeks
Hitler had sccured President Llindenburg’s approval
Jar mew elections on the grounds that I would deliver
Bt o mujizritw in the Reichatag,

On the night of 27 Fcbruary 1933, the Reichitag
mysrerinnsly burned down, providing the excose he
ierded oo enact docrecs overriding people s Ireedosn.
When Hindenhurg died on 2 August 1934, Hitler
merged the office of Chancellor and Preyidenl.
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Fennomic recovery and a drop in the number of
wserr e due to warld recovery and work scheme
made Use cégime mane acoeptable, endeaning 1itler to
many {sermans who began 1o soe him as the sountry's
sV,

Italy under Mussolini

Renita Mussalini bocame the vounges Frime Ministes
im Jwliam bistgry om 30 {hernper 1922, 1Te ulso became
the first of Furopes Fasost diclatois in the swenticth
venlury, Anvious to demonstrate that b owit not
mmerely ihe lesder of Fascisny but alss the bead of 2
umited Tialy, Mossolind presented Lo the Ling o lis of
numigiries, although the majoniy were mA memben
of his party. He made it clear that he interled 10
govern authwritutively and obtained full dictatoriz)
powwiers for @ year, During thal Woe e poshed thiough
a ko tlat enabled the Fascists W secure o maporily in
the chamber. The elestions in 1924, hoogh
[raululent, secured hiz personal power.

The ltalan prople weloamed Ylussolins brand of
authariry. Vired of strikes and rivls, they wanted 2
siruny beader wha wanld bring stability 1o the nation
and pestore economic pragrese, Muasoling seemed 1o
ﬂ:l::m 1]14: flE man 1.:||'l:ﬂ‘.||-=: |.'|-|: h!‘inEi]’!lE -.'mil:r ot of
chavy, In due cuvme, e conditians of the worken
hegan 1o inprove, amd anhitions programs of public
wnrks started.

Musaoling was regarded as a genius by pulilic liguses
acruss Furope and in the United States, is achieve-
menly were regarded with awe for he had uniled has
divieledd countey and carried out much-necded spotal
refocoos amd public works without losny the suppert
of the industrialists and Endowners. Mussolini had
even suwecoeded in coming te terms with the Chuch
aned tha papacy:

Significance of dictatorships

The appeal of dictators such as Hitler aond Mussolin
was undeniable. For the most past ther peacelinie eco

ngenic. policies were beneficial in that they soughi 1o
cemaly emplnyment and restore prospenily, Many cilizens
gaanen] wonm auch policics, which cannet be lgghily dis-
imietsedd, T Hie early years of Fascast fuls, Laths Gerinans
and Italy were considered to be sucoess slurnes,

The real dasee, however, was thie (e nsture o
dictatorship, and this was only revealed through the
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passage O lime. In 1933 lew people in Germany
outside the mnner drcles of the Nazi Parry could have
imagined that Hitler's anti-Semitism would lead to the
Holucaust. ar that lis dedire to avenge German losses
at Versailles would plunge Furope into another war,

Thuws, the foreign policies of Hider and Muyssoling were
oppurlunistic, aggressive and dangerous, therehy
helping t0 svacerbate tensions Lelween the older
establishend Curopean powers as woll as the newly
independent states created at Versailles in 1919,

Bl The League of Nations and the end of collective security

Failure of Collective Security — lealy Iovades Abyssinia — Spanish Civil War — Sigriificanice af Frenty

Failure of collective security

The purpose of the Teague of Nations, as a body, was
1o [ind ways 1o prevent Jdisputes fram leading Lo var, The
member stales — buth small states and major powers
— were supposed 0 find seeurity through jusiice.

Wandrow Wilsan's original intention was that the
League would moniter and make periodic adjust-
ments o the various treaties signed during 1919 and
1920, Tostead, it was used 1o enforee the provisions
upon Germany, swhile Gertnan paliticians worked 1o
change whar they regueded a8 appressive terms.

The intentons af Woudrow Wilson and the Allicd
viclurs in framing the diarter of the League during the
Versnilles Conference in 1919 were bwdable, bhut
within ten vears ol ils founding eollective security had
fallen by the wayside,

Why the League of Nations failed

The failure uf the League was caused by & number of
factors,

»Relusal to admit Germany

‘The defeated Gertmuny was reélused admission umil
the Teeaty of Lucarno in 1926, 1n the meantime, it was
judged by the vicors 1o have been the cause of war and
therefore denied entry into the pust-war family of
natinns.

»Fear of Communist Russia

T'he Balshevik seizure of power in Qclober 1917 and
e consalidation of (he Seviet state by 1921 pur paid
1o any hope thar Ruessin would be welpome in the
Leggme of Mations, The existence of a Communist
itate in Russis substandally aliered 1he balance of
sower, and encouraged Allied amtempis 1o isolare the
epime. Like Germany, Soviet Russia became an
nlermagonal aurcast for the next decmle.

»Poar support for new nation siates

Che Teague provided little support to the newly
ndependenl countrics of Fastern Lorope, mamy of

zonflict im Burope 1025 T T2E

which fell victim to conservative proups {such as
landowners and ifie Boman Catholic Church) which

asserted conieo] over governiment.

»Fallure o address ethnic rivalries

The new nations that were established after the vollapse
ol the Austro-Hungarim empire in 1918 were subjoct
W somc inferse ethnie rivaliy, peoveking vielenge and
oppression. Ethnic Gertmans in Poland and Ceecha-
siovabia felf thit they had been denied narional sell-
determination. Pulind inchided one million German.
six million Whire Russiuns and three milliun Jows. Ihe
League coubl wifer Hetle 1o 1hee minorities.

»Failure to extend disarmament

The League’s plan for dicwrming all nations way
reveaded oy o sham and o one-sided affair. Sipuatories
w the League Covenanl had agreed upon disarm-
amenl, but in practice, Germany was the vnly nation
terbe dlisarmed and this was ayainst ios will, Britin and
the United States made some concessions (ywirds
diarmament. The Geenwn General 3t mude seerer
prepasations for rearmament and teaining, The Treuty
of Rapallo. woncluded with Russin in 1924, alluwed
Ceerman pilots v train with Soviel forces.

»Failure of the US lo join the League

U5 President Wilson was disillusioned even hefore his
deparmare foun the Versailles Conference, frustrited
with the sumosphere of implacable hostiliry lowards
Lerweny, and sull linging s the bolief chat the Lejaue
was rhe solution 1o 2ll interontinnal problem:,

Branded an idedlist and a wishlul thinker hy
detractors, his visiun for 2 new world order found lirle
suppart either 2t home ar abroud. Congressional
oppasirion within the USA ta both the League and 1he
Treary of Versailles was intense, Despite an cxtensive
public speaking wour in the United States, Wilson was
out of step with his comparriots and filed o rally
wpport. He seflered 2 collapse in health 2l
completed his term of office a5 @ bruken man. He died
m 1924, The Senate refused to milily the Trezoy and jhe
US withdrew (rem its European cummitment.
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